Background
For many years, we have numerous controversies within the scientific community as well as in the public sphere regarding techno-scientific issues with potentially long-lasting consequences for the future development of our societies, humankind and our planet. Some of the diverse and most prominent examples are climate change, loss of biodiversity, development of agro-food systems (GMOs, biotechnology, biosafety, food sovereignty), emerging technologies (e. g. nanotechnologies), degradation of ecosystem services, and agricultural policy.
Furthermore, uncertainties in scientific results, inadequate scientific knowledge, narrow risk assessments, premature commercialization, lack of alternatives in research to counterbalance dominant technological approaches, the loss of diversity in science, the imperative of competitiveness and forced economic valorisation of research, and thus the relationship between science, technology and democracy as a whole need reflection and reaction more than ever before.
More independent research is needed, integrating knowledge from different scientific disciplines, new research questions and methodological approaches, including a broadening of the discussion on the required science and level of evidence, creating new and permanent links to other nonscientific knowledge systems, and reducing the influence of industry on those knowledge systems that should be used to assess and control its activities.
Many critical scientists feel that the moment has come and must be seized to focus the debates constructively towards the development of new concepts, in particular for the assessment of techno-scientific developments. Establishing a platform that allows scientists in Europe to discuss their views amongst them and to coordinate and publicize their opinions beyond the respective national science circles and to European societies at large could be one answer.
In the summer of 2008, a group of scientists recommended that a European network of scientists should be formed to give a stronger voice to those scientists who develop their hypotheses, concepts and methodologies independently from the commercial application of the technology.
Mission
The European Network of Scientists for Social and Environmental Responsibility (ENSSER) forms a joint pool of critical and independent expertise to work in two fields: peaceful uses of natural processes, scientific discoveries and technological developments, while expanding diverse approaches to them. ENSSER considers critical thinking and options analysis to be crucial for solving current social and environmental problems and for meeting future challenges through sustainable, humane development. ENSSER promotes the critical European and international discourse on new technologies, their impacts and their regulation.
As a fundamental obstacle, scientific and technological activities -and their gaps -are increasingly driven by private interests. Consequently, other social and environmental needs are largely neglected in mainstream research activities. The relationship between science, society and environment has to be restructured. In this context, ENS-SER will contribute to the questioning and redefining of current models of progress and economic growth. ENSSER will promote more democratic and participatory agendasetting processes. This requires the creation of spaces for scientific work independent from the influence of the developers and owners of current technologies. For ENSSER, this also includes the identification, use, and quality assessment of scientific, lay, local, traditional and other knowledge sources.
Aims
• To promote critical thinking fora for scientists.
• To elaborate ethical and legal criteria with respect to the development and application of science and technology, by integrating transparency, accountability, social equity, public information, public participation and access to justice.
• To promote the use of the precautionary principle in the context of lack of knowledge, scientific ignorance and uncertainty where there may be serious or irreversible threats to health, social integrity and the environment.
• To improve the quality of basic and regulatory science used in the risk analysis of existing and emerging technologies and their products such as genetically modified organisms, chemicals, food technologies, geo-engineering, nanomaterials, and synthetic biology, including the risk of their military use.
• To provide information to the public and to cooperate with citizens' movements which provide public knowledge for the above regulatory or political processes.
• To promote new forms of discourse, interaction and communication between science and society by using innovative means such as the arts, social sciences and participatory approaches to research.
• To support early-warning scientists and promote their protection from discrimination.
Support and Defense
A key aim of ENSSER is to support and defend critical and independent science and research. ENSSER is aware of the increasing corporate influence and control on the agenda setting and conduct of science and research. At the same time, there is an increasing demand by the public and regulators to demonstrate safety and sustainability of production processes and industrial products through scientific research. In this context, the research and results of scientists who are not embedded in corporate interest networks is of high interest and value. Not surprisingly, results and their interpretations of independent scientists attract specific attention by all stakeholders in case they do not confirm the results and interpretations of corporate interest networks. Apart from legitimate criticism on technical issues, ENSSER has observed an increasing tendency to attac and discredit internally and publically the scientists who produce dissenting results and interpretations. ENSSER is dedicated to provide a public forum to document and analyse these controversies and attacs. tion of German Scientists) are announcing as organizers the international symposium "Advancing the Understanding of Biosafety". The symposium will be convened from October 7-9 in Nagoya/Japan, just before the 5th meeting of the members of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety (MOP-5) will take place.
The Symposium is endorsed by the following organisations: Language: English Lecture Hall at Graduate School of Environmental Studies Building, Nagoya University, Higashiyama-Campus.
2) Policy Responses and Public Participation
9 October 2010 (15:00-18:00) Language: English and simultaneous translation into Japanese.
Large Lecture Hall at IB Building, Nagoya University, Higashiyama-Campus.
Documentation
Abstracts of the lectures will be available in September. The lectures will be posted after the Symposium. 
Programme

